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7» the Prtpritttrs of the Bel/att 34aga%me, 

IN some remarks published in your 
MagaKine for January, on some 
poems on the death of Dr. Percy, I 
was led into an error, by having 
besn informed that a poem written 
fur the ceiebration of the 14ih of 
July, 1791, and from which I ex- 
tracted two lines, 

»' Light pour'd o'er the nation iu one bril- 

liaot blaze, 
Miui saw, and bis chain ditappear'd," 

was written by a person wlio fre- 
quently uses the signature of Mafiz, 
and to whose latter writings I in- 
tended to allude. I have since as- 
certained, that this beautiful poem, 
beginning, 

" Gallia burst her vile shackles on this glo- 
rious day. 

And we dare to applaud the great deed, 
&c." 

was written by Edward Rushton, of 
Liverpool ; a man who to poetic ta- 
lt*nls, joins strict, unbending inte- 
grity, and an ardent and enthusiastic 
love of liberty. Justice to him re- 
quires that I should make an acknow- 
ledgement of my error. Indeed the 
energeiie style which characterises 
Edward Riishton's writings might 
have prevented me from making so 
great a mistake; as he, unlike some 
of our modern poets, has never sacri- 
ficed his principles of honour and 
iiUE^rity, for the transient popula- 
rity ot the day, or for the sake of 
emolument. V. 



7f the Frt^rUlert of the Belfast Magaxlne, 

CEEING in the Poetry of ynnr 
^ Magazine for January, a refer- 
ence to the travels of Anachaksis 
THE Younger, I had recourse to 
the book, and as it is a;work not in 
general circulation, I think the fol- 
lowing quotations will not only tend 



to elucidate Uie poetry, bat may 
give birth to useful reflections ; and 
enable us to form a judgment as to 
the rectitude of the dilterent opinions 
which seem to actuate our legisla- 
tors and stsitesmen at this truly aw- 
ful crisis. 

The plan of general utility on 
which you profess to carry oil your 
Magazine, and to which indeed you 
seem to adhere, induces me to 
trouble you with th« present letter ; 
1 remain your obedient Mf vant, 

CftlTO. 

IF, conformably to the plan of 
Pericles, the Athenians had con- 
tinued an offensive war by sea, and 
a defensive one by land ; if, renoun- 
cing every idea of conquest, they 
had not risked the safety of the state, 
by rash enterprises, they sooner or 
later must have triumphed over their 
enemies, as they on the whole did 
them more injury than they could 
receive from thera, and as the league 
they headed was almost entirely un- 
der their command, whilst that of 
the Peloponnesus, composed of in- 
dependent nations, might everv in- 
stant be dissolved. But Pericles 
died, and was succeeded in his au- 
thority by Cleon. 

At length they flattered them- 
.«elves they should be able to taste 
the sweets of tranquillity^ but their 
alliance gave birth to new leagues 
and new dissensions. Several of the 
allies of Lacedicmon complained of 
not being comprehended in the trea- 
ty ; and uniting with the Argives, 
who had hithei to remained neater 
declared against the Laceduiniol 
nians. On the other hand, the 
Athenians and Laceilsmoiiians re- 
ciprocally charged caih other with 
not fulfilling the articles of the trea- 
ty : hence arose misuntlerstanding!; 
and hosiiliiies. But if was not un- 
til the expiration of six years and 
ten months that they piocueded to 



